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Valmiki

To Valmiki, we Indians owe a deeper debt of gratitude than
to any other poet. He gave us the Ramayana, one of the most
fascinating stories of all time. No words can describe the hold the
Ramayana has had on the people of India from ancient times to
the present day. It has affected the life and thought of our people
and played an important role in shaping Indian culture. Valmiki
was the Adikavi, the first poet, and his Ramayana the Adikavya,
the first poem. While remembering the man’s work, we must not
forget the man. How he wrote the Ramayana, and under what
conditions, is itself an absorbing story. This version is based on
Valmiki Ramayana and Vallathol’s Malayalam translation.

SAYINGS OF VALMIKI

® The mind is the cause for the direction of all senses leading
to good and evil acts.

® Honour the wives of others and protect them, O Ravana, as
you will your own. Set an example by loving your own wife.

® Kindness is a supreme virtue.

® Great men when they undertake todo a great deed, are never
upset.

® They are the blessed,who by their wisdom, can control their
anger, even as water subdues a conflagration.

L Whoe?er does an

€ ything with enthusiasm rarely fails to
eve his §bject.
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| vazmms was Tre apian ae Ersr poET anp
§ WS FIRST POEM OR ADIKAVYA WAS THE RANMAYANA,




STEANGELY, VALAME! WAS A HUNTEES AND

POBEER IV HIS FARLY LIFE.

EOAMING THE JUNSLE NE SHOT
DOV HAEMEESS BIR0S.

].‘. AND BEEH T THE CARCASSES
HOME FOR Fogo,




HE ALSO WAYLAID AND ROBEBED [ONE TRAVELLERS [N THE JUNGLE.

HAND OVER THAT N
BUNDLE OR ELSE QS HAVE MERCY.
| WILL KILL YOu. A SPARE ME.

HEEE IS
TOPAY 'S
LOGT.

1l EE PATIENT.
A GROUP OF RICH
MERCHANTS WILL BE

PASSING THROUGH THE
JUNGLE TOMORROW.,




THUS HE LIVED A LIFE OF VIOLENCE AND CRINE. ONE DAY HE SAW FRIM A
LISTANCE THE SAPTAEISHIS OR SEVEN GREAT SAGES.

ALL THE WEALTH W
THAT You
HAVE ON YOU.

LOVE YOUR
LIVES!




WE ARE MEN OF 60D (A | | HAVE TO MAINTAIN MY WIFE
AND OWN NO WEALTH. |l AND CHILDREN. ROBBERY 16 MY

A BUT WHY DO You MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD.

2 'WANT TO ROB Us 2
i =

BUT FIRST 7o Wv“‘w.ih P A
WILL YOU ANSWER 5 A

MY QUESTION? . e A




YOUR FAMILY LIVES ON THE FRUITS~
OF YOUR SIN. WILL THEY PARTAKE .’f.é

GO AND ASK THEM.
COME BACK WITH
THEIR ANSWEER.

ALL EIGHT.
BUT IF YOUu RUN
AWAY, | WILL MAKE
YOI PAY FORE [T,




THE ROBEER WALKED TOWARDS HIS INGIDE THE HUT-.

HUT WHILE THE RISHIS STOOD
WATCHING HIM., o | | PEAR WIFE, YOU BENEFIT FROM MY

SINFUL LIFE, DON'T YOU 2

OF COURSE,
| PO. WHAT OF

: | W, ,_ ‘ CERTAINLY NOT!
YOU WILL Wby er . S YOU ARE THE SINNER,

SHARE MY SINS; ! y 4 Vidiw WHY SHOULD |
WON'T youz S e SHARE YOUR SIN2




THE BOBBER TURNED WOPEFLILLY TO e SO

= e ""-‘-!.--..._.__‘-'____ o

=/ WON'T YOU AT
1 LEAST SHARE MY
SIN, MY A
PARLING? i

THE EOBBER COULD NOT BELIEVE
NS EARS. HE STOGD STUNNED AND

EENDING UNDER THE WEIGHT OF SORROW,
HE WENT OUT WITH FALTERING STELS,

I Look, THERE  HIRE




AS HE CAME NEAE THEM HE BLesT
NTO TEARS.

WHAT DID
THEY TELL
You e

MY SOUL 1S LOST,
EEDEEM T, O
COMPASSIONATE




ST DOWN AND
RECITE“MA-RAY
PUT YOUR HEART

AND SOUL INTO I'T.
DON'T ETGP' FOR

WE EETUREM.
GOP BLESS YOU.

THEREUPON THE ROBBER SRUATTED ON THE GROUND., CLOSED HIS EVES, AND
FORGETTING HIMSELF BEGAN RECITING *MA-LA* WHICH HC'?EM(.(.V WA'S
PAMA’ INVERTEL




NOW COME OUT
INTO THE COPEN.

[ AMONG THE :
GREATEST RISHIS YOU "i :
ARE ONE, O VALMIKI.AND NI
GREATER GLORY 3
AWAITS YOUI.,

TO LORD
RAMA THE MIRACLE
1S5 DUE, AND TO

YOU, O GREAT

RISHIS.




THEREAFTER VALMIKI BECAUSE OF HIS SORITH AL POWEE ANLD + KNOWYE EDGE
EARNED THE RESPECT OF HOLY MEN EVELYIVHERE, I

LONG AFTERWARDS MAHA RIGH! NARADA

: MAY GOD BLESS
PAIL M A ST, YOU, O HOLIEST AMONG

HOLY AEN.

g1 WELCOME,
L O NARADA .




THEY ENCAGED THEMSELVES v COv-
VELSATION.

WHO AMONG MEN, EAMA WHO
IS THE MOST PERFECT IS THE
ONE, O NARADA? PRESENT KING

a;Y__ m OF AYODHYA.

LET ME TELL YOu
THE WONDERFUL
STORY OF BEAMA ,

PLEASE BEGIN.
I A0 IMPATIENT TO

| HAVE TOLD
YOU ALL | ENOW.,
—
WHAT A FASCINATING T
STORY. | AM GRATEFUL
- ']"G' m‘




HE CALLED ONVE OF HIS PUPILS.

[ AM GOING TO
THE TAMASA EIVEE FOR
A BATH. COME
WITH ME.

ALL THE TIME | CAN
- THINE OF NOTHING o
1 ELSE, STEAVGE
NOEED,

LEAD
MASTEERE,
| FOLLOW.

LOOK, NATURE
HAS DECKED HERSELF
IN ALL HER FINERY,




OW THE BRANCY OF A TREE SAT TWO BIRUS » HUSEAND ANE WIFE BILLING AND.
COOING, ;

’ SEE HOW BLISSFUL
THOSE TWO BIRPS ARE, AND
HOW INNOCENT AND PUEE

IS THEIR LOVE FOR
L, EACH OTHER.,

-




MW HIS GRIEF VALY CLRSED THE

HUNTER.

YOU HAVE sLAIN
A HARMLESS
CREATURE,
MAY YOU
NEVER
PROSPER,
O CRUEL
MAN .

VALMIET'S UT TERANCE WHICH WAS /W
SANSKE T, CANME OUT IV VERSSE WiTH
MELODY AND S5 7ivad.

THUS CAME INTO BEING THE FIRST
STANZA EVER, AS IT ARDSE FEom IS
BHOKA"'OR GRIEFME CALLED IT " SHLOKA™

THE WorDs!
THE FORM !
SOMETHING
QUITE NEW!
AMAZING

ot
a




THAT DAY HE HAD A WSITOR — BEAHMA
THE CEEATER MAIsELE

BLESSED
INPEED ARE g
You , s ; WHAT ANAY

O VALMIEL £ : ' YOUR PURPOSE

HAS HAPPENED
AS DECREED BY [
A ME. ;

YOU HAVE HEARD RAMA’S
STORY FROM NARADA, WRITE
WHAT YOU KNOW AND ALSO WHAT

IS UNKENOWN TO YOU.

EUT LOED,
HOW CAM | |
WEREITE ABOUT
THINGS
| DON'T
KNOW?




WHATEVEE ENOWLEDGE YOU PO NOT POSSESS
SHALL BE REVEALED TO YOuU., AS LOMNG AS MDUNTAINS
AND SEAS EXIST OM EARTH, SO LONG WILL ;
YOUR BAMAYANA

I ramars . AH, HOW
( coeonarion. CLEAR 1S5 MY
- VISION.




AFTERWARDS HE WROTE THE GLORIOUS
ELICy RAMAYANA, IV VERSE.

N

MASTER HAS
FINISHED THE
BAMAYANA

BREADR IT CUT
TOUsE




YEARS LATER, SOME DISCIPLES WENT DEEPL INTO THE WOODS. THERE THEY EOUNO A
WOMAN LYING ON THE GROUND AND CRYING AS IF NER HEART WOULD BREAL.

WHAT A
WHO |15 SHE BEEAUTIFUL
AND WHY IS LADY IS
SHE SHE A
GODRPESS 2

THEY HUREIED BACK TD THE HERMITAGE. ? :‘ VAL ANET'S SO TUAL INGIGHT
- - f‘,}‘p TOLO IR WHO THE LADY WAS.
L) i

O MASTER, THEEE IS A LACY IN THE
WOOPRS, SHE IS WEEPING WITHOUT A
STOF SHE IS BEAUTIFUL! LIKE sODDESS

OK GOD. SHE IS
SITH, LORD LAMA’S




O SITA,CHASTEST AMONG
WOMEMN . DO NOT GRIEVE.
| AM HERE TO

HELP YOuU,

O JEWEL OF
WOMANHOOD,
COME WITH
ME TO MY
| HERMITAGE.

CONSIDER
IT YOUR
OWN
HOME.




MLMIJ:’! avn_eusrso SITA TO THE CARE OF FEMALE ASCETICS IV THE

PLEASE TAKE SPECIAL
CAEE OF SITA. SHE IS GOING
TO BE A MOTHER.

WV OUE COURSE SITA WAS BLESSED THE Bovs, LUV AN KUSH wvEes
WITH ?WME BROUGHT LB BY VAL AT AND
- ; e i ELUCATED B Md-'l-!'




AMONG THE MANY THINGS HE TAUSHT THEM WAS 70 BECITE THE PAMAYANA
7O THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF THE VEENA. = —

TRV, 77 I L —
! BEAUTIEUL!

DAY VEWS CAME THAT EANVMA VAS FPESECEMING IF RAMA ASkS YOI
R = THE ASHIVAMEDHE Of| | ABOUT YOUR
NOREE - SACKEIFICE,

FATHER, MERELY
SAY YOU ARE
VALMIKI S

PISCIFLES.

” MEET RAMA AND
SING THE RAMAYANA
' BEFORE HIM.

LUV AND KUSH WENT TO NAMISHA,
THE VENUE OF THE SACRIFICE.

i




LAMA AND THE ASSEMBLY WERE ENTRANCED BY THE SINGING OF THE B0YS,

WONDEEFUL
POETEY AND

_ CHILDREN, WHO
| COMPOSED THIS GREAT

WE ARE (ISCIPLES
QF ilﬁkLMfKr.

MASTER
VALMIKIT &




CAMA GAVE AN ORDER TO HIS
MINISTER.

| | AM MIGHTILY PLEASED WITH THE
PERFORMANCE OF THESE BOYS. ACCEFT MONEY, WE
ARE GOING,

SIVE THEM EIGHTEEM
THOUSAND <OLD

o

il

l LATER THE TREUTH DAWNED
O £AMA.

/ MEET VALMIKI
AND GIVE HIM THIS
MESSAGE.

THE EOYS ARE MY
DIV SONSE SITH 1S TIHER
MOTHER. ! WiLL SEND :




THE MESSENGER MET VALMIKI AT HIS HERM/ TAGE.

WHAT?
A MESSAGE
FEROM RAMAEP

LEEALLY SITA, EAMA, :
SURPZISING. IS PREPARED
TO TAKE

YOU BACK
-...




_H_._'_,_o-""
= |F YOU WILL
SWEAE EBEFOEE THE

ACSEMELY THAT

YOU ARE

BLAMELESS.

BUT | AM
BELAMELESS.

YOUR OATH IS
MERELY TO AEFIRM
YOUR PURITY IN
PUBLIC., WILL

ME T

/ [ WiLL DO
ANYTHING MY
HUSBAMD COMMANDS.
COME, LET
us &0,




THE INMATES OF THE HERMITAGE BAPE SITA A mrpyl g
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ALL EVES NOW TURNEDP TOWARPS
VALMIK] AND SITA.

| A
HOMNOUREDR BY
YOUR VISIT,
O GREAT

0O BAMA, | TAKE FULL RESPONSIBILITY
Ot BEHALF OF SITA. | DO SOLEMNLY SWEARE
THAT SHE IS PURE IN
MIND AND BODY.

..........




V WITH EARTH, MY MOTHER,

AS WITNESS | SWEAR THAT |
HAVE ALWAYS EEEN FAITHFUL
TO MY HUSEAMD.

I WILL BE

PELIGHTED IF
SITA HEESELF
SWEARES,

AND THEN A MIRACLE TOOK PLACE. THE EARTH OBENED BY /TSELE AND (10 CAME
BHOOMI DEWE SITTING ON HER THEONE,

_!

SITA, MY DEAR PAUGHTER, |1
| HAVE COME TO TAKE 3




THE CODDESS G EARTH LIETED S/TA TO THE THMVE AND DISAPPEARED DOWN
THE OFPENINVG WITH HEE.
M = !H" 1 " v

AND VAL Mkl LEET THE SCENE OF THE SACRIF/CE
FOE IS HERMITAGE T CONTINUE HIS ASCETIC




SUCH WAS VAL MIKT,

IS NVORE A5 LVED,
THE EAME AS WHEN HE
WEOTE /T FOR S WY
PLEASHRE AND THAT GF
GENELATIONS 7O COME,
AND /T WHLL LIVE, AS
BEAHMA SAD, TILL THE
MOLNTAING AND THE
SEAS EXST ON
THE EALZTH.

AUTHOR OF THE LAMATANA.
THROLGH THE CENTURIES

n



Adve nture!

Knowledge!

The all-comics fortnightly
Laved by children! Appreciated by teachers!






