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ol TABURI KESHAVACHARYA, A DEVOUT BRAHMANA OF SRIPERAMBLIDURS
wp IV | PERFORMED A FIRE SACRIFICE AS HE DESIRED A SN,

IN DUE COURSE , HIS WIEE, KANTIMATY,
GAVE BIRTH TO A SON. HER BROTHER, THE
PIOUS SHAILA PURNA, CALLED ON THE COUPLE

AND BLESSED THE CHILD,

YOUR SON WILL BE

AS DEVOTED TO GOD AS
LAKSHMANA WAS TO RAMA .
A CALL HIM RAMANUJA. .

-l' A WLLAGE NEAR MS

RAMANUJA GREW P TO BE AN INTELLI-
GENT BOY. .w:e Mﬁw W uns

" RAMANUJA
IS VERY KEEN




amar ¢hitra katha
WHEN RAMANUIA WAS SIXTEEN— |

RAMANUJA MUST

= SEEK A WORTHY TEACHER FIRST,
\ - TO CONTINUE HIS EDUCATION., HE SHOULD
' PERHAPS WE SHOULD GET
MARRIED,

SEND HIM TO KANCHI.

ii.“h.i 2 ' / 1 |
.,

=,

A SHORT TIME AFTER THIS ., RAMANUIA
LOST HIS FATHER.

PO NOT
MOTHER!

RAMANUIA LEFT HIG ANCESTRAL VILLAGE AND SETTLED DOWN AT KANCHI WHICH WAS, iV
THOSE DAYS, A GREAT CENTRE OF LEARNING, GOVINDA WENT WITH HIM.THEY BECAME THE
PUPILS OF YADAYA PRAKASHA, A TEACHER OF RENOWW. |




RaMAaNUJA

BUT RAMANUIA WAS NMOT ALWAYS HAPPY WITH THE
TEACHING OF HIS GURU — ] <

* PARDON ME, SIR.
' I THINK THE

o | INTERPRETATION
= — SHOULD BE...

" HOW DARE YOU
CORRECT ME ! You

N MAY STAY AWAY IF |

=\ YOU DON‘T FIND MY |
N\ TEACHING

~ . ACCEPTABLE! A==

\L

H e r_r / = _ - 3 | x
Id'h!mf R e ,1-_—_1._ _u:;; Vca AR

[ LATER HE CALLED H/G DISCIPLES TOGE THER.

YADAVA COULD NOT FORGET THE .
ACLENT. | WE MUST KiLL s

RAMANUJA IN THE §
INTERESTS OF OUR
COMMUNITY !

RAMANUJA 1S YOUNG
AND BRILLIANT AND HE 15

CRITICAL OF OUR SYSTEM
HE MAY LATER
ESTABLIGH A
RIVAL

WE WILL GO ON A
PILIGRIMAGE.
ON THE WAY....




amar chitra katha

AS PLANNED, }’Aﬂﬂlﬂ SET OUT OV A
PILGRIMAGE WITH HIS DISCIY ES.

,(' -r—*%#,r—';r ;-l-' '\E

ﬁ.f

e

V

- l

OW THE WAY, THEY SPENT Mmrm
A TREE, BEFORE DAYBREAK —

RAMANUJA ! YOU
MUST LEAVE THIS
PLACE AT
ONCE !

WHY 2
WHAT'S THE
MATTER,

—. GOVINDA ?
n 4 -

Al
iy

I AM NOT AFRAID TOpN
DIE! T WON'T
G RUN AWAY |

YOU MUST—TO SAVE _
OUR TEACHER FROM THE |
SIN OF MURDER . '

RAMANUITA FINALLY HE"{EP sy
GOVIMDA'E PLEAS.

WHICH IS THE

WAY BACK TO
KANCHI 2 WHO CAN
GUIPE ME EXCEPT-

THEN HE SAW A FOWLER AND His WIFE.

TO m;;b-

BUT I HAVE
LOST MY

\ | CHILD, WHERE
| ARE YOU
GOING 2




- -
; l.’r PON'T WORRY. \

WE WILL TAKE |
"r"ﬂu THERE !

'3 4 WALKEI? SW?'HWME ?IJGE?'HEE

MUST EE TIRED,
L LET US REST HERE
FOR THE NIGHT,

ey,

&
%I.

2%
:

. #3 ,:-_:_
W | Wy e
' > "«

UL i [

THE FOWLER COLLECTED SOME WOOD AMD KINDLED A FIRE.THEY WERE ABOUT @
?ELIEW TO REST WHEN THE WOMAN TURNED TO HER HUSBAND.

I'M FEELING CAN'T YOU WAIT
L THIRSTY. TILL THE MORNING 2
IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND
WATER IN THE

IN THE MORNING , THEY GOT P AND RAMAMNUIA PLUNGED INTO THE TANK AND

RESUMED THEIR JOURNEY AS THEY REFRESHED #HEELF
PASSED BY A TANK —

WAIT, MOTHER,
[ WILL BRING

s o




amar chitra katha

THEN HE TOOK A HAMDFLL OF WATER TO THE WOMAN DRANK THE WATER.
THE FOWLER'S WIFE, T \ —

Il moTHeR, HERE \ 1M
i 15 SOME
WATER FOR

PLEASE
BRING ME

BUT WHERE |
HAVE THEY
_' GONE 2

SUMEHLF -

Gﬁs TEMPLE

TOWERS ! I HAVE
REACHED THE OUT-
SKIRTS OF
KANCHI !

7




RAMNANLLLA

YOU SAY YOuU
CAN'T FIND
RAMANUJA 2
WHERE DID You
SEE HIM LAST?

| SAW HIM
WALKING

TOWARDS
THE FOREST,

LORD, IT wAS You '

IN THE GUISE OF A FOWLER!

YOu CAME TD SHOW
ME THE wAY ! 1

DEDICATE MY LIFE

TO You !

OV HIS RETURN TO AANCH HOWEVER,
YADAVA DISCOVERED THAT RAMANGIA
WAS VERY MUCH ALIVE. [

" PERHAPS
HE'S BEEN J,-"""""ﬁ e
KILLED BY A

WILD DOES HE SUSPECT
p ANIMAL : ME 2 I'D BETTER SEND
' g : FOR HIM AND FIND




amar thll‘ﬂ L_.,ﬂhn

F
HE HAS NO :
RESENTMENT AGAINST

ME. HE MAKES ME

FEEL ASHAMED
OF MYSELF,

-’HI

AFBFHFEM?EE,??EMWAW
ngmmmm —ad

| HOLY ONE, MY
MASTER'G DAUGHTER IS
POSSESSED BY AN EVIL
_ SPIRIT AND 15 BEHAVING
STRANGELY !

YAPAVA WENT WITH HIS DISCIPLES, BUT
HIS INCANTATIONS HAP NO EFFECT. IT
WAS FINALLY RAMANUIA WHO
EXORCISED THE EVIL SIARYT.

/ O HOLY ONE,
I AM INDEBTED TO
\ YOu! PLEASE BLESS
8= MY CHILD!

YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE |

EXORCISED THE SPIRIT
WHEN I HAD FAILED'!




RamMANUJA

& . : 1 WANT NO
DISRESPECT TO You : (B | EXPLANATION ! you !

SIR.HER SUFFERING BEESSIsi) S 2 wiLL Cease TO BE | [}
- / : B FROM TODAY ! £t

RAMANUITA LEFT WITH A HEAVY IT SO HAPPENED THAT KANCHI PURNA, A DEVOTEE

HEART AND RE TURNED HOME. OF LORD VARADARAJIA, AND A FRIEND OF THE
o 23T FAMILY, CALLED THAT DAY — T
- o= ] > e ey tt = .

YOU HAVE COME
JUST WHEN 1 NEEP
YOU!I AM IN GREAT/

7 mv epucation )
| 16 INCOMPLETE. TO "\

WHOM SHOULD T TROUBLE ! I
TURN FOR
WHAT'S THE
MATTER,
______ ; \ RAMANUJA 2/
..... i : >
{ =

YADPAVA |S A GOOD YOU SHALL BE
TEACHER.IT WILL BE MY GURU ! PLEASE
PIFFICULT TO FIND ACCEPT ME AS
YOUR PUPIL !




~HOW CAN N\ s~ | 7 cHiLD, You ARe x L
Gumtiors /A A AL oS [ S (e, S
BRAHMANAZ B { | SURRENDER YOURSELF 7 i)
\  TO LORD VARADA. 4
HE WILL GUIDE __ A&

A DISTINCTION BETWEEN

50 RAMANUJA WENT BACK TO KANCH!. THERE HE
BEGAN TO SERVE THE LORD BY DAILY CARRYING

I WONPER
WHO COMPOSED
THOSE
EXQUISITE

" GRIRANGAM. I AM
LOOKING FOR A
DEVOTEE CALLED

i, W S L

WHERE I CAN - A ET0 You ¢ 4
FIND HIM 2 :




RaMAaNU.A

MY MASTER, Ll YAMUNACHARYA! '\

YAMUNACHARYA ,SENDS | - == THEN THOSE VERSES

YOU HIS GREETINGS. : - Nl You WERE RECITING
I AM MAHAPLIRNA, —07"™ 4 ' 'A. WERE COMPOSED

HIS PISCIPLE.

» YES, :
THEY WERE. '\ SIR, THE HOLY
WILL YOU COME ONE HAS PEPARTED
. FROM THIS

HOW X

. {UNFORTUNATE)
A\ T Am:!

Yy
L

Q| £AMANLTA WAS EAGER 70
| MEET YAMUNACKARYA

WHOM THE SRIVAISHNAVAS®

| CONSIDERED AS THEIR GU/RL,

RAMANLITA AND MAHAPURNA WENT
RENOWNEL SAINT OF SRIRANGAM.

- [ THREE FINGERS ,
| OF THE MASTER'S RIGHT |
HAND ARE FOLDED
IN. WAS TS0
> BEFORE ?




amar chitra katha

; TO PROFAGATE THE

| PATH OF PEVOTION TO Gﬂi?
WRITE A COMMEHTA%

THE BRAHMASUTRAS AND

PAY OFF THE DEBT

TO PARASHARA.*

THE FINGERS
HAVE STRAIGHTENED
ouT!
RAMANUJA
HAS DIVINE
INGIGHT !

® A P OSOOHICAL WORK nmwfmw THE ESSENCE OF THE UPNSHADS.

+ A GREAT BAGE, FATHER OF VEDAVYASA

~  THERE IS A

[ LOT I HAVE STILL

TO LEARN. BUT
WHO WILL
TEACH ME ?

b




ONE DAY —

""-
| RAMANUJA, LOOK
FOR MAHAPURNA AND\—=
STUDY UNDER HIM,
THIS IS THE WILL

RAMANLA

RAMANUIA LEFT FOR SRIRANG AM. ON

. RAMANUJA , THE
JSRIVAISHNAVAS OF SKIRANGAM
HAVE CHOSEN YOU TO BE
ACHARYA®*AND 1T
WILL BE MY TASK TO
EQUIP YOU FOR THAT
HIGH OFFICE.

1 WAS ON
My WAY TO YOU —
TO LEARN AT
YOUR FEET.

® PRECEPTOR




amar chitra katha

RAMAMUIA'S FAME SPREAD FAR . HE AT TRACTED MANY
DISCIPLES, DASHARATH/! AND KURESHA BEING THE IMPORTANT
ﬂHE.E ONE DAY YADAVA PRAKASHA HIMSELF CAME TO HiM.

DISCIPLE.

i
/' RAMANUJA, YOU
' ALONE CAN GHOW ME
\ THE RIGHT PATH. ACCEPT @
ME A5 ‘r’aun

ONE DAY, THE SRIVAISHNAVAS OF SRIRANGAM
CAME TO K£ANCHT TO CLAM Ravaneia
FOR THEIR TEMPLE.

*/" MASTER,WE ARE ca
WAITING FOR YOU. PLEASE
DO NOT PELAY ANY

NO! YOU CAN'T
TAKE AWAY THE
ACHARYA FROM US!

WE NEED HIM

FURTHER. COME AND
SETTLE DOWN AT
ERIEﬂhﬁAM

-f\
£ r-

J #

L?\

IT IS UNFORTUNATE
WHERE WILL WE FIND
ANOTHER TEACHER
LIKE RAMANUJA ?




RAMANUJA

|RaNGA PERUMAL WENT TO KANCHI_ AT THE

TURNED TO Hi. = =

[: |l1 MELOPIOUS

BEFORE HAVE
US HOW WE CAN
REWARD YOU.

ASK FOR
ANYTHING! <

LET ME TAKE
ACHARYA RAMANUJA

WITH ME TO

SRIRANGAM!

B i

. | ; ' EI‘—:—-I G | _; e f::l* .:. ‘.
Py o . -’; : ‘I. ._ :
h’f;" "—-—-::- 'f-..iﬁ'—__l__‘_ i -..:. -




amar chtra katha

LATER, WHEN MAHAPURNA CALLED ON HIM— —__
—

l. -‘l'_?'.rl._' - :...‘- i .'-l.

.;-'._. b e .I..h‘- - -I- Ll.

GOSHTI PURNA \
OF TIRUKKOTTI MAY BE]
ABLE TO HELP Sy -

PEOPLE CALL ME
ACHARYA . BUT 1 DO NOT
YET KNOW THE WAY

CAMMANUIA WE

a1 SIR.ISEEK YOUR
GUIDANCE. WHAT IS5

THE WAY TO
YOU THE WAY TO SALVATION
RALWATION ¥ BUT YOU MUST PROMISE TO

ﬁﬁ, 4 KEEP IT A SECRET,

-. l'i‘” N

-_




RAMANUJA

THE NEXT MORNING . RAMANUJA CLIMBED TO THE TEMPLE TOP, |

O MY BROTHERS ! LISTEN ! .
YOU WILL ACHIEVE SALVATION IF
YOU REPEAT THE MANTRA, OM NAMO \
NARAYANAYA. BUT REMEMBER, WHILE A ey g -
UTTERING THESE WORDS, _ v e
YOU MUST SURRENDER 4 pri— ! T

7~ You wiLL or
GO TO HELL FOR |~
BREAKING YOUR /.

\_ PROMISE! /&

<7 1 PON'T MIND
S GOING TO HELL IFIT
HELPS A HUNPREDR
OTHERS TO ACHIEVE

SALVATION !
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A LITTLE LATER, THE FESTTHAL OF LORD RANGANATHA WAS BENG CELEBRATEDR AT

THE SUN IS
VERY HOT. LET
« ME HOLP THE

WHO 1S CAPABLE OF ABUNPANT
LOVE, OBLIVIOUS OF HIS
SURROLINDINGS, IS NOT

EASILY TO BE FOUND.
BUT THIS LOVE SHOULP
BE PIKECTED TO

THE RIGHT GOAL—

YOUR WIFE
PEEPLY.

WHAT DO YOu
SEE IN




RAMANUJA

DO YOU KNOW THERE IS
ONE OTHER WHOSE BEAUTY
IS GREATER THAN YOUR

WIFE’'S 2

1 WILL
BELIEVE YoOUu

ONLY WHEN YOU
SHOW ME THIS

s
s, PN
- Y

— e

DHANURDASA STDO0D

LOOK ON THE LORD'!
HE IS THE MOST

BEAUTIFUL .
ONE! HE 16 % 2ala
EVERLASTING ! * v,

T

il 2
=] 0 = I
=i

YOU HAVE wm}
MY EYES. AS I BEHELD

THE LORP 1 EXPERIENCED
A NEW KIND OF JOoY'!

|4

y

[

-
=
=
o
<

-lﬂllgmm'.

i -
- -
i n
e ————

| pranuieDASA AND HiG WIFE
BECAME RAMANUTAS

FN LOWERS TO THE DrssmAyY
OF IS OTHER DISCIPLES.
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17 XT MORNING AS THEY ACCOMPANIEL | | RAMANMUUIA AND HIS DISC/PLES
e & - BATHED IV THE RIVER...

THEIR MASTER TO THE RIVER —

ACCEPTEP AS
A DISCIPLEZ

OF WHAT USE IS
A DIP IN THE HOLY
MASTER |5 WALKING KAVERI! IF WE TOUCH

A MAN OF LOW CASTE /'
\WITH HIS ARM AROUND AFTER BATHING 2

PHAMURDASA !

DISCIPLES RETURNED TO THE MATH TO
CHANGE INTD DRY CLOTHES. [r oy g

¥ A MONASTERY : 20



RAMANLUJA

THE DISCIELES UTTERED A TORRENT OF

THE THIEF
WILL GO TO

12

THEN RAMANUIA CALLED THEM. |

SO YoU SUSPECT {
DHANURDPASA ! THEN GO TO HIS
HOUSE TONIGHT WHILE I KEEP
HIM ENGAGED IN A LONG PIS-
CUSSION. STEAL HIS WIFE'S

ORNAMENTS. YOu WILL
THEN HAVE MORE
THAN' WHAT You THATS
HOW WE'LL

TAKE OUR
REVENGE
OM HIM !

_- 1”&"‘\. Pt
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WHEN THE DISCIPLES RETURNED —

AHAWW,W\.

DHANURDASA LEET, AND THE DISCIPL £
REPORTED THE SUICCESS OF THEIR MIGSION.

e

" MAY GO HOME NOW.
W WE WILL RESUME
: i OUR DISCUSSION

GOOP ! NOW,
FOLLOW PHANURDASA
HOME. LET ME KNOW

WHAT HAPPENS

-

7~ MY PEAR,YOUR
NECKLACE AND? ALL
YOUR ORNAMENTS ON
THE RIGHT ARE
MISSING ! HOW
DID THAT
HAPPEN 2

SOME POOR BRAHMANAS
CAME IN AND SLIPPEP THEM
OFF. TO HELP THEM TAKE
THE ORNAMENTS ON
MY LEFT ALSO.
I TURNED BUT
THEY FLED
IN FEAR.

22



AAMANUJA

IF YOU HAD
REMAINED STILL,
| THEY WOULD HAVE
- REMOVED ALL
THE ORNAMENTS,

BUT YOU TURNEL C"UI:FE

AFG&USE You THOUGHT TH
ORNAMENTS WERE YOURS AHEF
YOU COULD GIVE THEM AWAY., MY

DEAR, YOU MUST E;}DT GUT
THIS SENSE OF '1°,

| THIE DISCIPLES REPOR 7ED ALL THIS 70
| RAMANUIA.

| ﬂu TWTEST"H]JIHAD\

YOUR CLOTHES , MERE CLOTHES,
\ HIDDEN. AND YOU LOST YOUR
TEMPER. YET YOU HAVE SEEN
HOW DHANURDASA AND HIS
WIFE REACTED TO THE
LOSS OF THEIR VALUABLE
EJEHAMEMTS '

_l,___‘Z//'”

_..-F"H.F.- ——

DHAHUF"DAGA?‘S\
A TRUE vm._,umva“l
HE HAS GIVEN UP |

ATTACHMENT. /

8

----__—--—

43
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| arTER THE ‘WORSHIO ™~ |

NOW LET UGS
DISTRIBUTE THE
PEITY'S SWEET

.,
L

L
v

)/




RAMANL A

THE DISCIPLES WERE SHOCKED.

WHY, IT WAS BUT A
PICTURE AND THEY
WERE PLAYING A

IT MAY LOOK ;

LIKE A GAME TO
US. BUT THE CHILDREN
SEE GOD IN THIS
TEMPLE AND,
THEREFORE,
HE 16 HERE !

. = S8 |
.~
R : *

: s Lll- ool

AT T

WHAT'S THIS ¢
A MAN PUTTING HIS -
HAND INTO THE [
MOUTH OF A

JUST A MOMENT !
I AM REMOVING A THORN
WHICH HAS GOT STUCK
IN THE TONGUE OF THIS

25
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W YOU ARE A
N\ | TRUE VAISHNAVA —

THEY RETURNED TO SRIRANGAM —

71 HAVE A WORTHY DISCIPLE
IN GOVINPA , NOW IS THE TIME
TO FULFIL THE PLEDGE TO
YAMUNACHARYA . 1T MUST |
WRITE THE COMMENT-
ARY OM THE
BRAHMASUTRAS.

WHEN GOVINDA FINISHED HIS WORK AND GOT B RAMANGIA EMBRACED HiM.

o
ACHARYA !

PLEASE ACCEPT

ME AS YOUR
PISCIPLE!

| RAMANUIA LEET WITH HIS DISCIPLES FOR
FAR-AWAY KASHMIR, TO PROCURE AND
STUDY AN OLD COMMENTARY ON THE BRAHMA-
\SUTRAS BY THE PHILOSOPHER, BODHAYANA.
-i‘:r','.'..': F — A
T R =y

w. T
- 1 = | -_}-.- b
= J‘ﬂ* | |

!
E |

SCHOLARS THERE, AND TOLD THEM WHAT

ON REACHING KASHMIR , HE CALLED ON THE |

HE WANTED. BUT —

NO, WE CANNOT

PART WITH THE PRECIOUS
WORK OF REVERED

f\ BDPHA&-.'J?.?JA. }




RAMANL A

l'_" ‘.“_

KNOWLEDGE BELONGS
TO ALL WHO SEEK IT.

PLEASE MAKE BODHAYANA'S =
WORK AVAILABLE TO US.

i, = ——

THEN RAMANUJA SOUGHT THE HELP OF THE KING OF KASHMIR,

THE KING WAS VERY IMPRESSED BY THE
FORCE OF RAMANLUJA'S ARGLUMENTS AND

/-"l’_""_'-‘l'Il =y
THE ACHARYA ¢

IS RIGHT. GIVE HIM Y L
THE WORK, OF BOPHA- | [§
YANA. HE CAN TAKE |

| THE NEXT DAY THEY BEGAN THEIR
JOURNEY BACK TO GRIRANGAM .
SUDDENLY — = moa ey

WORK, IF YOU VALLUE | |

[ M SURRENDER THE
r','r
YOUR LIFE !




amar chitra katho

THUS THE PRECIOUS WORK WAS TAKEN AWAY BY FORCE. BUT—

ACHARYA, DON'T WORRY.
( I SPENT THE WHOLE NIGHT
\  READING IT. I HAVE
\. MEMORISED EVERY

AT SRIRAMGAM . KURESHA MADE A COPY
OF BOMIINAS COMMENTARY FROM
MEMORY, RAMANILIA STUDVED IT AND
WROTE 'SIBNASKYA! A COMMENTARY

RAMAMIIA ALSO WROTE “VERARTHA |
SANGRAHAA WORK ON THE UPANISHADS, |
THE GITA BHASHYA; A COMMENTARY

O THE GITAAND OTHER WORKS. |

W THE HOYSALA KINGDOM 1 ARRMATAKA .
AING B/T TIOEVA HIMSELE RECENVED HIM.

..-'l"'"-

-

-

{7~ MASTER, MAKE
i KARNATAKA YOUR
§\. HOME AND BLESS

HOWEVER, HE RECEIVIED A WARM WELLOME

Fa -"f‘ll"..."‘.. :

B

F HOW GLAD I.fm";.\-.

' TO HEAR YOU SAY |

| WHEN RAMANUTA WAS SEVENTY-NINE YEARS |

OLD, HE HAD TO LEAVE SRIRANGAM AS THWE

| KING HAD BEGUN 7O PERSECUTE THE
 SRIVAISHNAVAS,  pur

AR 4 2, Dia )

- e --"--’-'"—

I';-'-'FTTW*"' T Y
a o S BITTIOEVA BECAME RAMAMUIRG |
N DISC/PLE AND ASSUMED THE

| VAME " VISHNY VARDHANA .




RAMANL A

RAMANUIA TOLRED KARNATAKA AND HE FOLLOWED THE SCENT — 14 |
SOREAD THE SRVIRISHNAVA PHILOSOPHY. ONCE — - -

WAILE PISSING THROUGH A FOREST MEAR THE FRAGRANCE
m&gaﬁmri = EMANATES FROM

= THIS ANT-HILL .
/" HM, THE

v PIG IT UP!
FRAGRANCE OF JNIlL X ' K
THE TuLsl A

" '5-3!-4.._

.. RAMANUTA BENT DOWN AND RETRIEVED |
AN 1DOL OF NARAYANA. |

TO HIDE TWO IDOLS. YOU HAVE ™
FOUND ONE.THE OTHER IDOL. OF J
RAMAPRIYA IS IN DELHI, IN THE g\ ;-*
HOUSE OF A MUSLIM Akt \ \
H{}ELEMAH - A X

29
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amar chitra kathao
RAMANUIA CALLED ON THE NOBLEMAN AND OBTAINED THE IPOL . HE SET OUT ON HiS
RETURN JTOURNEY. WHEN HE HAD Al MOST REACHED YADUGIRY, A GROUP OF A/
OVERTOOK HIM, | T ST

THAT 'S
OUuRr

NOBLEMAN
HIMSELF GAVE

JUST THEN, A GROUP OF VILLAGERS HAPPENED TO AI1SS BY —

T

et LOOK ! THE ,
= HOLY ONE IS | o SA
I
SURROUNDED! /£ _ E‘ DEE i

—




ARANMANLA
-

THEY EELL POV THE RAIDERS FROM WE CAN'T! 4 YOu ARE
DEL H? AND DROVE THEM AWAY. WE ARE " CHILPREN OF GOP!
L]
/ LORD NARAY, - .UN'IT}LEHAELES‘ EEU:EUE ME, THE
ANA = : ALL - PERVADING f
IS PLEASED WITH You. & i GOD RESIPES IN
COME TO THE TEMPLE '
AND RECEIVE HIS
BLESSINGG !

7O SRIRANGAM, WHERE HE SPENT THE REST OF HIS

EF ! -
o gl el ale T e s~ el
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Ramanuja

Ramanuja (1017-1137), the great Vaishnava saint-philosopher, upheld bhakti (loving surrender 1o God) as the sole
path to the realisation of God. His school of philosophy is known as Vishishta-Advaita (qualified monism) and his
followers, the Srivaishnavas.

He wrote commentaries on the Brahmasutras, the Upanishads and the Bhagwad Gita. It was his view that these
three philosophical texts proclaim bhakti as the chief means of realising God.

In his life and teachings, Ramanuja upheid that all humans are born equal and that caste or social status has no
role in determining one’s relationship with God. He accepted Kanchi Purna, who was not a Brahmin, as his guru.
One of his most worthy disciples. Dhanurdasa, was a non-Brahmin from a lower caste. For Ramanuja, a Vaishnava
iman of God| is worthy of respect; but he defined as a true Vaishnava only one who has abundant love for God,
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