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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

The fourth revised edition of the book is now placed
before the reading public for their careful reading
and revered study. It has been revised by Swami
Prajnanananda. We hope that this new edition will
also get appreciation as before.

Ramakrishna Vedanta Math
19B, Raja Rajkrishna Street,
Calcutta-6
December, 1965,

THE PUBLISHER

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

Swami Abhedananda delivered from time to time a
number of lectures on spiritualism in response to the
invitations from some well-known institutions of
culture during his long stay in America. These
lectures have now been published together in book
form under the name of Life Beyond Death as the
first contribution of the Abhedananda Memorial
Series to the reading public. Three of these lectures,
formerly published as separate pamphlets, have also
been incorporated in this volume.
Unlike many of the books on spiritualism the
present work has a special feature of its own. Its
~Ppages do not narrate the legends and tales of ghosts
and other supernatural beings as one in most cases
finds in such books that claim to unveil the mystery
of the woild beyond the grave. The treatment of
the subject is purely a scientific one, and it has taken



vi

a new departure from the prevailing methods and
systems of presentation of this subject.

For some reasons or other a great majority
amongst the learned people in modern times do not
view spiritualism with favour and appreciation.
Their attitude towa.ds spiritualism is one of indiffer-
ence. There are again others who are credulous, and
they, without any question or investigation, like tc
believe its everything to be true. The present work
is fully free from both these prejudices, and never
subscribes to any of these blindly biased views. It
has given an impartial or dispassionate view on
spiritualism, showing wisely and ably its merits and
demerits, its bright and dark sides as well. Spiri-
tualism, in these lectures, has never been upheld, nor
totally denied. One, going through these lectures,
realizes to what extent spiritualism should be accept-
ed and to what extent it ought to be rejected. Even
those who are not in favour of spiritualism or whe
delight to scoff at it, will find in these lectures many
things instructive and valuable.

Whether spiritualism is really helpful or injurious
to men as regards their religious perfection, whether
there is any way other than spiritvalism, more
certain, systematic and rational in order to reach the
state of Self-realization should be known by evety
inquisitive mind. And these knotty problems have
been clearly solved by the philosopher-saint in these
lectures with the remarkable characteristics of his
own .

One thing should be made clear. The repetitions
of a few instances have crept in some of the lec-
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tures. But their omission, in our humble opinion,
will be of no avail, as the idea conveyed in these will
lose much of its force and the addresses will appear
somewhat mutilated. )

Besides the lectures mentioned above, the Swami’s
view on the soul-life revealed in the process of ques-
tions and answers, his discussions with eminent
American scholars on soul’s pre-existence, immor-
tality, reincarnation and eternality have also been
reprinted from some leading journals of America as
to form the appendices of the book.

In addition to these, the extracts from the Vedic
passages, the utterances of some mystics, poets and
philosophers and several notes have been annexed by
the editor to it, for the convenience of the readers.

Ramakrishna Vedanta Math
19B, Raja Rajkrishna Street,
Calcutta-6
December, 1944,

THE PUBLISHER

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The second edition of Life Beyond Death is offered to
the reading public with some corrections and new
additions. All the notes and footnotes in it have
been added by Swami Prajnanananda, the editor.
Some new plates of ectoplasm and spirit materialised
are also added to this new addition from B. V.
Schrenck Notzing’s Phenomena of Materialization,
and for this we are indebted to its Publisher. We
are glad to see that the first edition of this book got
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a warm reception from all corners of the globe, and
we hope that this present edition will also be appre-
ciated by seekers of truth and knowledge.

Ramakrishna Vedanta Math

19B, Raja Rajkrishna Strect, THE PUBLISHER
Calcutta-6
December, 1948.

PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

The third edition is new presented to the
reading public, and we hope that it will get app-
reciation from them. Some of the new plates of
the spirits have been added to this third edition.

Ramakrishna Vedanta Math
19B, Raja Rajkrishna Street,
Calcutta-6. THE PUBLISHER
December, 1960.
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CHAPTER ONE

MODERN SCIENCE AND HIGHER SPIRITUALISM

“The Experimental Spiritualism—Sir William Crookes—Katie King—Mrs.
Florence Cook—The scientific study of the phenomena of Spiritualism—
Scientific thinkers—Maurice Maeterlinck—Prof. Myers—Dr. Hodgeson—
Prof. William James—Mr. C. N. Jones—Sir Oliver Lodge—Alfred R.
Wallace—Dr. Thomas Jay Hudson—Camille Flammarion—Prof. Hyslop of
Col umbia—Spiritism cannot explain any of our vital questions—True
Spiri tualism—Stainton Moses.

During the last sixty years, Spiritualism has made
considerable progress, convincing many scientific
minds, who have been earnestly seeking for the truth
of man’s survival after death. The Experimental
Spiritualism began in America in 1870. And in
the following year, Sir William Crookes, a scientist
of great reputation and a man of extraordinary
genius, began his investigations with the aid of the
medium Mrs. Florence Cook. It will be needless
to go into the details of Sir W. Crookes’ experiments
which lasted for three years with that celebrated
medium. During this period, he took all precau-
tions against all possible fraud or trickery imaginable,
and he employed scientific methods of observation
and experiments with delicate instruments. The
seances were held in his own house with honest
friends who were equally eager to discover whether
there was any truth in the spirit phenomena. Many
Americans became familiar with the name of Katie
King, the spirit-control of Mrs. Florence Cook.
She materialized herself, her pulsations were re-
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corded, her heart-beating was heard, she was photo-
graphed and she distributed locks of her materialized
hair to those who were present there. We should
remember that all these happened under strictly
test conditions in his own rooms, where electric wires.
with bells were fixed on the walls, so that the least
little intrusion from outside could be instantly
detected. Sir William Crookes was at first redicule\d
by the scientific world, but he had the courage of
his convictions which led him to publish the
reports of his experiments, and he kept on experi-
menting ever since.

Sir W. Crookes was also aided by another cele-
brated medium, Mr. D. D. Home, who was more
powerful than Mrs. Florence Cook in withstanding
antagonistic influences, and most of his seances
were not in darkness, but in bright light.

For the scientific study of the phenomena of
Spiritualism, the Society for the Psychical Research
was established in Londonin 1885, under the auspices.
of eminent men of science in England. It is
commonly known as S. P. R. The records of this
Society have shown how marvellous were the scienti-
fic patience and conscientiousness of men like Ed-
mund Gurney, Dr. F. W. H. Myers, Frank Podmore-
and their successors. Those who have read Myers’
great work entitled Human Personality and Its
Survival after Bodily Death, will realizethe truth
of this statement.

Other scientific thinkers like Alfred Russell Wal-
lace, Robert Dale Owen, Prof. Aksakof, Richard
Hodgeson, William James of Harvard, and Sir
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Oliver Lodge, the Principal of the University of
Birmingham, England, have spared no pains to
make correct investigations under test conditions
regarding the truth of spirit manifestations. Well
has it been said by Maurice Maeterlinck, referring
to their laborious task :

‘Not an incident is admitted that is not supported by unim-
peachable testimony, by definite written records, and con-
vincing corroboration ; in a word, it is hardly possible to
contest the essential veracity of the majority of them,
unless we begin by making up our minds to deny any
positive value to human evidence.”

We are all familiar with the fact that Prof. Myers,
who was the President of S. P. R. for many years,
promised his friends that he would come back after
his bodily death in a decisive manner. He kept his
promise, and a month after his death, communicated
with Sir Oliver Lodge through the noted medium
Mrs. Thompson, while she was entranced. Myers’
identity was recognized by the first few words he
spoke. It was really he and no one else. He said
that it was very difficult for him to convey his ideas
through mediums : ‘They were translating as a
school boy does his first line of Virgil’. Referring
to his present condition, Myers said that he groped
his way as if through passages, before he knew he
was dead. He thought he had lost his way in a
strange town, and even when he saw people that he
knew were dead, he thought they were only visions.?

Dr. Hodgeson, who was the Secretary of the
American branch of the S. P. R. of which William

1. Our Eternity, pp. 82-83.
2. Our Eternity, p. 103.
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James was Vice-president, promised to come back
after his death, and a week after his departure he
came back and communicated by automatic writing
through Mrs. Piper, and William James was present
at these sittings.

William James of Harvard also in his turn, pro-
mised to come back after his death ; he kept hi
promise by commucating with Mr. C. N. Jones, thé
President of the American Institute of Scientific'
Research, and formly Professor of Applied Mathe-
matics in the University of Michigan. Mr. C. N.
Jones gave the details of the communications in his
article which was published in New York Papers.?
‘The first communication was received on the evening
of Oct. 22nd, 1910. Five more communications
followed one another and the last was on March
11th, 1911. In these, Prof. James tried his best to
establish his personal identity, and Mr. Jones and
-others, who were present there, were all satisfied.
Among other things which are interesting Prof.
James said :

‘T am thankful that there are some who are perfectly willing
that I should come to them. I mean this kind man here,
who is standing by my side, and who lets me use him—his
body. He steps out and lets me use his body and I am
thankful. I don’t to injure it or make it unfit for him in
any way.’

It is said that Prof. James shook hands with his
friends.

Sir Oliver Lodge, after making many scientific
experiments with the help of Mrs. Piper and other

3. Times, Dec., 10th, 1911,
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mediums, is now convinced that there is the survival
of life after death. He said in his Presidential
address before British Association, held in September,
1913 :
‘In justice to myself and my co-workers I must risk annoy-
ing my present hearers not only by leaving on record our
conviction that occurrence now regarded as occult can be
examined and reduced to order by the methods of science
carefully and persistently applied, but by going further
and saying with the utmost brevity that already the facts
so examined have convinced me, that memory and affection
are not limited to that association with matter by which
alone they can manifest themselves here and now, and
that personality persists beyond bodily death. The evidence,
to my mind, goes to prove that discarnate intelligence, under
certain conditions, may interact with us on the material
side, thus indirectly coming within our scientific ken’.

The great English scientist Alfred R. Wallace said :

‘No more evidence is needed to prove Spiritualism, for no
accepted fact in science has a greater or strong array of
proof in its behalf”.

Dr. Thomas Jay Hudson, author of the Law Psychic
Phenomena, said :

‘The man who denies Spiritualism today is not entitled to
be called a skeptic, he is simply ignorant’.
Camille Flamarion, W. T. Stead, Prof. Hyslop and
others have been equally convinced that discarnate
spirits can communicate with us. Thus we see that
such great men of science, as I have mentioned,
have already accepted the truth upon which modern
Spiritualism is founded.
Although many of the professional mediums
have been pitifully exposed as frauds, still there are
genuine mediums and authentic spirit manifestations
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which cannot be explained by telepathy or any
other theory than that of the communication of
discranate spirits. On many occasions, the audience
is deceived by the earth-bound spirits. The mani-
festations on the material plane, such astable turning,
rapping knocks of the spirit, are ordinarily under-
stood by Spiritualism, but all such phenomena’
belong to lower class of Spiritualism or Spiritism, \
as it is called by many. Spiritism can only satisfy
our curiosity and does not explain any of our vital
questions. But true Spiritualism should be distin-
guished from that phase which is called Spiritism.
Higher Spiritualism, therefore, is the name for that
which starting from the belief in a life after death,
reveals the nature of the soul and its relation to God.
This higher Spiritvalism is at the root of all great
religions of the world. Communications with socalled
angles or messengers of God or Devas or bright
spirits, as they are called in India, have been the
source of knowledge and inspiration of the Prophets
and Seers of the Old and New Testaments. From
the time of Abraham, Jacob and Moses down to
the time of Christ and his disciples, all Prophets
and Seers saw the spirits, heard them speak and
followed their teachings. As is Christianity and
Judaism, so it is in the other religions of the world.
As revelations came to the sincere and earnest souls
of the past, so they have come even in this age.
Those, who have read the spirit-teachings, which
came through the mediumship of Stainton Maoses,
will remember how higher spirits under thenames of
Doctor, Rector, Imperator revealed their messages
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to help mankind, to bring them out of dogmas,
creeds and susperstition of the existing churches.
Here we should remember that this Stainton
Moses was an orthodox Anglican clergyman of
England. He was dogmatic and creed-bound, but
still through him came messages which were not

only astounding to him but to the Christian world
at large.



CHAPTER TWO

DOES THE SOUL EXIST AFTER DEATH

What the atheists and agnostics think—Carvakas—Solomon in Old Testament
—The dormant question about our life and death—The modern scientists—
Buchner the materialist—J. Luys—Percival Lowell—Herbert Spencer—Prof.
W. K. Califford—The Vedanta philosophers—John Stuart Mill—G. J.
Romanes—Dr. Schiller—Kant—Hume—Those who depend on sense
perception—The Yogis in India—The appearance of the ‘double’—What
sense perception—The Yogis in India—The appearance of the ‘double—What
science says—Prof. William James—The test of spiritualistic seances—The
Hindus—The Vedanta philosophy—Christian missionaries—Bhagavad Gita
—Ralph Waldo Emerson— Personality—The world of the Pitrs—Heaven
and hell—The Persians—The Egyptians—The Chaldeans—The Christian
idea—Prof. Huxley—The soul.

One of the most poetical of the: Upanisads, I meaen
the Katha, which has been translated by Sir Edwin
Arnold, under the title of the The Secret of Death,
begins with this inquiry :

‘There is this doubt ; when a man dies some say that he is.

gone for ever, that he does not exist, while others hold that

he still lives ; which of these is true "¢
Various answers have been given to this question ;
metaphysics, philosophy, science and religion have
tried to solve this problem. All the same time,
attempts have also been made to suppress this
question and to prevent inquiry as to whether or
not man exists after death. Hundreds of thinkers
have brought forward all sorts of arguments to do
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The Medium and the Spirit
(Prof. Crooks is showing that the Medium and the Spirit are
different from each other)

Painted by S. Drizin




Sir William Crooks
(the picture taken from the Oil-Painting of P. Ludovici, of the
National Portrait Gallary)
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away with questions bearing upon this momentous
subject.
From ancient times, there have been atheistic and
agnostic thinkers in India who denied the existence
of the soul after the death of the body. They are
known as Carvakas. They believe that the body is
the soul, and that the soul does not exist outside of
the body, and that when the body dies, the soul is
also dead and gone. They believe in nothing
that cannot be perceived by the sense. Their motto
is :
‘As long as you live, do not fail to enjoy. Live com-
fortably and enjoy the pleasure of life. Do not think of
the future. Get all that you need and wish ; if you have
not got money, then beg or borrow it, for when the body
is burnt into ashes no one will have to be accountable for
your deeds.”

Such Carvakas we find in almost every country. For

instance, in the Old Testament we read, Solomon

says :
‘Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine
with a merry heart * * * Live joyfully with the wife—
whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ;
for there is no work, nor device nor knowledge, nor wisdom
in the grave, whither thou goest’. (Ecclix. 7, 9, 10.)

The followers of such thinkers are spreading very

rapidly and their number is increasing every day.
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They are now known as atheists, agnostics, mate-
rialists, etc. According to this class of thinkers,
those who believe in the existence of the soul as
separate from the body, or in a life after death, are
ignorant and superstitious fools, while those who
follow their ideas, are clever and intelligent beings.
Most of them hold that there is not such thing as
soul. No argument can convince them or change
their views, because they will not admit the existence
of anything which lies beyond the reach of their
sense, or which cannot be perceived by limited
powers of the senses. They have written volumes
after volumes against the existence of the soul, and
have tried to stop such useless questions of the
mind ; but in spite of their efforts, have they suc-
ceeded in stopping that innate question : ‘what
remains after death ?”—which rises spontaneously
in almost every human heart ? No. The same
question :i.es today as it arose thousands of years
ago. No one can stop it, because it is inseparably
connected with our nature.

The same question was asked by saints and sin-
ners, by Prophets and priests, by kings and beggars
amongst all nations, in all climes. We are discussing
the same question today ; and it will be discussed in
the future. We may forget it for the time being in
the turmoil and struggles of our lives ; we may not
ask it when we are deeply absorbed in comforts,
luxuries and sense enjoyments ; we may delude
ourselves by various false argumentations ; but the
moment we encounter the sudden appearcnce of
death, the moment we see that some one of our nearest
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and dearest is breathing his last, we stop for a while
and ask within ourselves ; What is this ? Where is
he gone ? Does he still exist ? What has become of
him ? That dormant question reappears in a new
form and disturbs our peace of mind. Then we
begin to inquire ; but at the very threshold of our
inquiry, we find an adamantine wall whichitis almost
impossible to break through. Weak intellects stop
there ; their feeble attenipts to cross that wall
produce no result. That wall is nothing but the
belief that the body is the producer of the soul, that
the soul is the result of the physical form we call
the ‘body’. Those who can overcome this strong
barrier, can understand whether or not the soul exists
after death. The old crude way of inferring the
cxistence of soul after death and a future life for tall
men, women and children from the tradition of a
single miraculous resurrection of a certain person,
no longer appeals to our reason. The days of
believing blindly in the authority of any one’s saying
are gone by. We are no longer children ; we want
maturer reason ; we want to discuss that question
more deeply. Those who belive in that miraculous
resurrection, will perhaps say that those who do not
belicve in it, have no hope. But we no longer accept
their statements. The time has come when we want
to discuss the question scientifically, psychologi-
cally, philosophically, metaphysically, and in all
other possible ways.

Now let us see whether the. explanation that
body is the cause of the soul, is satisfactory or not.
Taking it for granted that the soul, or the mass of
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intelligence,® or whatever you may call it, is the
outcome of the combinations of matter which make
up the body, we ask : What is the cause of that
body ? What force combines the matter in the form
of the body ? What force is there which forms your
body in one way and my body in another ? What
is the cause of those distinctions ? The materia-
listic Carvakas will answer that this body was
caused by another body of the parents. As the
parents produce this body, so the body of the parents
is the cause of this body. But thatis not the true
answer, for instead of explaining the cause of this
body and this combination of matter, they show
us another combination of matter, and the ques-
tion remains the same. What is the cause of the
combination of matter,—the parents body ? They
answer, another combination of matter, and so
on. Instead of answering the question and explain-
ing the cause of the combination of matter, they say
that this combination is the result of another com-
bination, which ultimately leads to the fallacy of
regressus ad infinitum. The method of explanning
the soul by the body is like the process of explaining
the cause by the effect, which is putting the cart
before the horse.

Modern physiologists, anatomists, pathologists,
and a host of other materialistic and agnostic thin-
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kers, however, hold that body, or the combination
of matter, produces thought, intelligence, conscious-
ness, mind or soul. They teach that thought, or
intelligence, or consciousness, is nothing but a
function of the brain. Moreover, they learn that
eyery special form of thought is a result of the
activity of special portion of the brain. When we
see things, or think of seen objects, the optical
convolutions of our brain are active. A certain
portion of the tympanal lobes are active when we
hear, and so on.

Those of the modern scientists who advocate
the production of thought by brain say that ‘mind
is conterminous with brain functions’. If the brain
functions stop, the mind, intelligence, conscious-
ness and all the mental phenomena will instantly
stop. The phenomena of consciousness corres-
pond to element for element, to the operations of
special parts of the brain. There is no such thing
as soul ; consequently, there can be no question
regarding its existence after death. They deny the
existence of the soul altogether. The sensations
decay, when the organic conditions change, and stop,
when the machinery stops. The brain brings into
existence the material of consciousness of which
our minds consist. Some explain the process by
which thought is produced by the brain, by saying
that the peculiar structure of the brain is destined to
produce thought and consciousness, just as the
stomach is destined to perform the function of
digestion and the liver to secrete bile. As food
materials, after falling into the stomach, change
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and assume new qualities, so the impressions of the
brain through the nerves are metamorphosed into
the ideas, thought, emotion, will, expressions of the
face, speech, disposition, etc. Thus thought or
soul is the secretion of the brain, and when the brain
is gone, soul cannot exist. Here impressions are
compared to food, as if the impressions were gross
forms of matter, or as if they could exist apart from
a perceiving mind. Buchner, one of the most famous
materialists, says :

‘Thinking must be regarded as a special mode of general
natural motion’.

J. Luys says :
‘As one sees a metallic rod, placed in a glowing furnace,
gradually heats itself and passes successively from the
shades of bright red to dark red, to white and develops,.
as its temperature rises, heat and light, so the living sensi-
tive cells, in presence of the incitations that solicit them,
exalt themselves, progressively as to their most interior
sensibility’.

Percival Lowell says :
‘When we have, as we say, an idea, what happens inside
of us is probably like this : the neural current of molecular
change passes up the nerves, and through the gangtia reaches
at last the cortical cells * * . When it reaches the cortical
cells, it finds a set of molecules which are not so accustomed
to this special change. The current encounters resistance,.
and in overcoming this resistance, it causes the cells to glow.
This white-heating of the cells we call consciousness. Con-
sciousness, in short, is probably nerve-glow’.

Thus the Western materialists, who believe that the
physical forces are metamorphosed into ideas,
thoughts and sensations, describe the process by
which this change takes place. Herbert Spencer,
being an agnostic, advocates the metamorphosis
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of the physical forces into states of consciousness
but he does not describe the process. He leaves
it as a mystery which it is impossible to fathom.
That is, he does not know how this matemorphosis
takes place, but he is sure it does take place. Spen-
cer, however, identifies the soul with the brain, and
compares it to the piano. He says :

‘Ideas are like the successive chords and candences brought
out, which successively die as the other ones are sounded,.
and it would be as proper to say that these passing chords
and cadences thereafter exists in the piano, as it is proper
to say that passing ideas thereafter exist in the brain (soul).””

But here Mr. Spencer forgets that the piano needs
a performer to produce musical sounds. Music is.
never brought out by the piano itself, if it does not
exist in the mind of the performer. So, his analogy
is imperfect, and incomplete. It would have been
complete if he supposed that the individual soul or
mind is detached from the brain and plays upon its
nervous centres and brain cells as a performer,
plays upon the keys of a piano.

Another materialistic thinker, Professor W. K..
Clifford, who belives in the combination theory,
says :

‘Consciousness is a complex thing made up of elements,

a stream of feelings. The action of the brain is also a

complex thing made up of elements, a stream of nerve

message. For every feeling in consciousness, there is at
the same time a nerve message of the brain. Conscious-
ness is not a simple thing, but complex ; it is the combi-
nation of feelings into a stream. Inexorable facts connect

our consciousness with this body that we know ; and that
not merely as a whole, but the parts of it are connected

7. Vide Principles of Psychology, ViI., p. 485.
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severally with parts of our brain action. If there is any
similar connection with a spiritual body, it only follows
that the spiritual body must die at the same time with the
natural one’.

Thus the materialistic thinker, who do not belive in
a soul as separate from the brain, or independent of
the physical body, try to deduce mind and intelli-
gence from matter, or from the combinations of
matter, either by applying the theory of production,
or the theory of combination.

In India, similar theories were advanced by the
Carvakas, who did not belive in the existence of a
soul as seperate from the gross body.® The Buddhists
maintained that the body is the cause of mind and in-
telligence, that consciousness is the result of the com-
bination of insentient matter and unintelligent forces
of physical nature. They used the illustration of
the inebriating power of liquor arising from a chemi-
cal combination of certain ingredients.

But the Vedanta philosophers refuted both these
materialistic theories, by pointing out the fallacy of
their principal arguments. Vedanta says that the
other half is mind, or subject, or soul.® It isimpos-
sible to deduce the one from the other. In the
first place, if we analyse our knowledge of matter
and force, we find that we cannot matter by itself,
and we cannot know force by itself ; that what we
know is nothing but a mental change. Knowledge of
matter is nothing but the knowledge of that change
of mind of which we are conscious. When we say

8. Vide Notes.
9. Cf. Swami Abhedananda : Self-Knowledge, pp. 17-18.
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that matter exists we are conscious of a peculiar
mental change beyond which we cannot know.
‘The mind cannot go beyond itself. Even our
knowledge that the soul or mind is a function of
the brain, presupposes the existence of another
mind or knower. Whenever we say that conscious-
ness or soul is the result of the  combination of
matter, that statement also requries another mind to
be conscious of that idea. John Stuart Mill was
right in saying that after dissecting a human brain,
when one does not find there any trace of the soul
or mind, and denies its existence, or asserts that
mind or soul is the function of the brain, he forgets
that such knowledge necessarily implies the existence
of his mind or soul. As the knowledge of matter,
or brain, or any other kind of knowledge depends
upon the self-consciousness, it will be absured to
deny the priority of that which is the basis conscious-
ness, of intelligence, and of all knowledge, and with
the help of which one can know the existsce of
matter, or its combinations. G. J. Romanes says :

‘We cannot think any of the facts of external nature without
pre-supposing the existence of a mind which thinks them,
and, therefore, so far at least as we are concerned, mind
is necessarily prior to everything else. It is for us the
only mode of existence which is real in its own right, and
to it, as to a standard, all other modes of existence which
may be inferred must be referred. Therefore, if we say
that mind is a function of motion, we are only saying, in
somewhat confused terminology, that mind is a function
of itself. Such then, I take to be a general refutation of
materialism’.10

If it be a scintific truth that motion prouces nothing

10. Vide Romanes : Mind and Motion and Monism, p. 21.
2
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but motion, as it has been established by modern
science, how can we maintain that the molecular
motion of the brain cells produces consciousness,
or intelligence, which is not the same as motion, but
is a knower of motion ? Therefore, Vedanta philo-
sophy teaches that the source of consciousness cannot
be found in matter, but stands independent of it.
What we call matter, is only the medium thought
which consciousness manifests itself.

Dr. Schiller, an eminent thinker of the West,
holding similar opinions, says :

‘Matter is not that which produces consciouness, but that

which limits it, and confines its intensity within certain

limits ; material organization does not construct conscious-

ness out of arrangements of atoms, but contracts its mani-
festation whithin the spere which it permits’.

There are other agnostic thinkers who say :

‘The conception of a soul as a substantive thing is a mere
figment of imagination’.

Kant said :

‘There is no means whatever by which we can learn any-
thing respecting the consitution of the soul so far as regards
the possibility of its seperate existenece.’

David Hume, like some of the Buddhist philosophers
in India, belived that the human soul is nothing
but a bundle of impressions and ideas. Hume said :

‘When I enter most intimately into what I call myself, I
always stumble on some particular perception or other of”
heat or cold, light or shade, love or hatred, pain or pleasure.
When my perceptions are removed for any time, as by
sound sleep, so long I am insensible of myself and may
be truly said not to exist. And were all my perceptions.
removed by death and I could neither think, nor feel, nor
see, nor love, nor hate, after the dissolution of my body.
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I should be entirely annihilated ; nor do I conceive what
is further requisite to make me a perfect nonentity’.
So, according to Hume, our souls die every night
when we sleep soundly. I think very few of us will
be ready ro accept such an explanation of the nature
of the human soul. _

Those, who depend on sense perceptions only,
try to see the soul by dissecting the brain, but when
the senses do not reveal it, they deny its existence.
They may just as well try to find the soul in the heart
or stomach, as the ancient seekers of the soul did.
If we examine properly, we shall be able to see logical
fallacies and inconsistencies in all the materialistic
and agnostic arguments which support the theory
that soul is the result of body or of the combination
of matter, or else that the soul soes not exist at all.
From ancient times, such materialistic conclusions
have been repeatedly arrived at by thinkers of diff-
erent countries. But do our minds remain satisfied
with such ideas, and do we stop from asking again
and again—is there any life after death ? If we hear
millions of times ‘there is no soul’, still we cannot be
entirely convinced that we shall cease to exist after
death ; we cannot think of our annihilation ; we can~
not belive that our individuality will be lost for
ever. Such solutions do not appeal to our reason ;
they do not satisfy our minds, nor do they bring
any consolation to our souls. These statements.
are but that which exists eternally. If existence be
a truth today, it must be true eternally.

If we deny the existence of a soul as indepen-
dent of the body, we cannot explain many facts.

oW
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which often occur during our lifetime, nor the genu-
ine phenomena described in the repotrs of the Psychi-
cal Research Society of Europe and America. We
cannot ignore the facts agnostics who have seen
their doubles outside of themselves, when alone in
their rooms reposing on a couch or an easy chair.
There are instances of such doubles talking walking
or doing various other things. How are these facts
to be explained ? There are many descriptions of
the manifestation of the doubles of the Yogis in
India. Various attempts have.been made to explain
such events by asserting that they are either optical
delusions or hallucinations of the brain. Bt we
cannot say they are optical delusions or hallucina-
tions, if they can stand the test of verification. There
are many properly verified instances of the appera-
ance of the double. Suppose at night before retiring
one is sitting alone in gis room, after locking the
door from inside. Suppose his mind is greatly distur-
bed with some important business question or a
mathematical problem. He suddenly sees another
.exactly like himself, sitting at his desk, with a pen in
his hand, writing something on a piece of paper,
and, after examination, he finds that it is an answer
to his question or the correct solution of the problem
which has puzzled him for many days ; what explana-
tion will you offer ? What kind of hallucination is
this ? What verification stronger and more satis-
factory than this do you want to have ? Such an
occurrence cannot be explained by clairvoyance or
telepathy. Some may say it is a false story, but
mere assertion does not disprove the facts. The
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denial of a fact does not change the nature of the
fact. Facts are facts whether we admit or deny them,
whether our current theory, can explain them or
not. Clairvoyance, telepathy, and thought trans-
ference have failed to explain these cases. Such
facts can only be explained by the theory of
existence of the soul, as separable from the body.
According to science, that theory is true which can
explain most facts and we should accept it, until a
better theory or a better explanation comes. Those
who belive in the theory of production, or that of
combination, will shut their eyes to such facts. But
those who belive in the transmission theory, or, in
other words, those who hold that brain of human
body, is the instrument, through which the soul mani-
fests its powers, will find no difficulty in explaining
all the genuine phenomena connected with the
‘double’.

‘The transmission theory also puts itself in touch with a
whole class of experiences that are which difficulty explained
by the production theory’. )

Again, there are authentic instances of persons appear
ing to friends immediately after death.!* There are
many such instances in India, in Europe, and in
every country. Such instances may occur, where the
persons, appearing to friends ask to have their
children taken care of, or bring some message. One
need not go to spiritualistic seances to experience

11, «**sjt might be possible for this departing soul to manifest itself to
its friends, either in the immediate vicinity, or even at a distance, * *
manifestations of the departing spirit, at the moment of death, are by no means
uncommon, but are, on the contrary, very numerous.'—Carrington & Meader :
Death, lts Causes and Phenomena, p. 382. Vide C : Flammarion : The
Unknown, pp. 100, 108, 169-172.  Cf : also the argument put forward against



22 LIFE BEYOND DEATH

these things. Many such experience have come to
persons in private life and in their own homes ; and
they have been well verified.

In spiritualistic seances, ninety-nine cases, out of
one hundred of spirit manifestion, are mixed eith
fraud, and many professional mediums have been
most pitifully exposed both here and abroad. The
motive power in professional mediums to make
money, or to earn a living.

In India, the Hindus do not trust in professio-
nal mediums. On the countrary, they say it is wicked
to hold public seances for money. It is more wicked
to earn a living at the expense of the poor spirits.
‘Why do you try to earn your living, by making the
the poor spirits appear to you ? Those persons, who
who do this, areconsidered ordinary fakirs. Although
many mediums have been exposed, and many
spirit manifestations have been proved to be like
magic or jugglery, still those fraudulent cases cannot
be the reason for denying the existence of the soul
as apart from the body or in a life after death. Now,
the question may arise : If the soul exists after death,
does it retain its individuality ?. The Vedanta
philosophy says, yes, it does. The souls of earth-
bound spirits retain their personality too. Some
of the Western writers, who have known very little
of Hindu philosophy, say that the highest ideal
of the Hindu religion is the annihilation of the soul.
These childish statements prove their ignorance
and prejudice. We here such things from writers

the atheistic theory denying the existence of soul apart from the body and after
death in the Pali Paysai Suttanta, Digha Nikaya, Vol. II.
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who consider themselves great scholars after reading
the description of Hindu religion given bythe Chris-
tian missionaries, who do not see good in any religion
except their own, who write simply to serve their
own purposes. In the voluminous writings of the
Hindus, however, you will never find a single sent-
ence which teaches that the soul will be destroyed
after death. On the contrary, you will read that the
soul is eternal, immortal, deathless and birthless.
In the Bhagavad-Gita it is said :

“‘The soul of man is indestructible ; it cannot be pierced by
sword ; fire cannot burn it ; air cannot dry it ; water
cannot moisten it.’12

‘If the slayer think that he has slain, or if the slain think

that he is slain, both of them know not that the soul can
neither slay nor be slain’.18

Ralph Waldo Emerson, after reading the Bhagavad-
Gita, rendered this passage in verse in his poem
entitled Brahm :
If the red slayer think he slays,
Or if the slain think he is slain,
They know not well the subtle ways
I keep, and pass, and turn again.**
As regards the retaining of the individuality,
12. &+ fag=fa genfor 44 gt amas: |
q 49 SO A qwafa 7T
SR ETSTARTENISAAFIE IS T 7 |
foen: aFTa: WTRESISd AT 1)
—Bhagavad-Gita, 11. 23.24
13. 7w Af g axd A Ay @ |
It @Y 7 Frore ard gf @ & 0
—Bhagavad-Gita, I1. 19

14. Vide Notes,
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Vedanta says that each soul after death takes with
it all the experiences, impressions, and ideas which
it gained on earth ; it takes its mind, its intelli-
gence, its intellect and powers of the sense and enjoy,
or peaps, the fruits of its own thoughts and deeds.

If you read the funeral service of the Hindus, you
will find that after the death of a person the relatives.
do good in the name of the departed; believing
that good thoughts, prayers and good workers,
done in their names, will help the departed spirits..
The Hindus also believe that, if we think of them
constantly and invoke them, asking them to remain
with us for our own gratification without of their
good, we force them to remain confined to that parti-
cular personality, which was connected with their
earthly bodies they behind them. Personality is
always connected with the body.

At every birth of the body, we have a certain
personality, according to the environments, and if we
keep one soul confined in one personality or one
set of environments, there will be no progress of
the soul on higher planes. Therefore, it is better
not to drag our departed friends to our plane of
existence, but to keep to help them by sending good
thoughts to them.

The most ancient writers of the Vedic ages show
that they believed in the spirit world of the Pitars, or
father, where the parted souls go after death.’* The

15. g ¥fg afaf: gt 8 qF faae R
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king, or ruler, of this place is called Yama. He was
the first of the mortals to enter that world, and he
became the ruler of those who came latter.

The Hindus believe in a heaven, but not in any
hell. The Hindu heaven is different from that of the:
Christian or of the Mohammedan. The Hindus be-
lieve that heaven is a realm, where the depart souls
go to reap the plesant effects of their good and virtu-
ous actions, that they remain there for some time,
that is, until the results of their good works are com-
pletely reaped ; then after that period, they will return
to this world again.’* The Christians, Mohamme-
dans, and Zoroastrians believe in a heaven of all
kinds of sense enjoyments, where pleasures will come:
incessantly without troubles or any sort of pain.
This, according to the Hindus, is not a desirable state.
They say that all these celestial enjoyments are
phenomenal and transitory. Supposing a spirit
remains in heaven and enjoy for a million years or
for one cycle ; still, compared to eternity, this is a
very short time. So they say that, after enjoying
the results of good works in those realms, one is
bound to be born again, either here or in some other
planet, according to one’s tendencies and capacities.
Therefore, in the Bhagavad-Gita it is said :

‘All the different worlds of spiritis beginning with the highest
heavens, are state from where one must return’.'?
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Because they are within the realm of the phenomena
and are changeable. But he who attains to the reali-
zation of Truth, transcends all phenomena and laws
which govern them.

The Persians believed that the soul would rise
three days after death and would go either to heaven
or to hell, according to its thoughts, speech and
works. This Persian idea of heaven was afterwards
adopted by the Jews and the Christians. The ancient
Hebrews did not trouble themselves about the life
after death. They believed that God breathed life
into man’s nostrils and that the breath, which came
from Jehovah, would go back to Him ; that the
life-breath of all creatures would return to source
from whence it came. ‘That which happens to man
also happens to lower animals’. This life breath was
sometimes called Nephesh, Ruach, or Neshama.

The Egyptians believed in a ‘double’, which was
like a shadow of the body, and which remained as
long as the body remained. This gave rise to the
idea of mummifying the bodies of the dead. If the
body was injured in any part, the double, or soul,
was likewise injured ; so to keep the soul intact they
preserved the bodies.

The Chaldeans believed in a ‘double’, which
would be annihilated, if the body were destroyed.
They expected a resurrection of the corpse.’* Many
of the Christians have a similar belief. This idea
gave rise to the custom of embalming and burying
the dead. Some of the Christians still believe that
the body will rise after death. Others do not believe

18. Vide Notes.
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in the resurrection of the body. The believe that
the soul will remain and exist through all enernity,
although it had a beginning. The Christian idea,
regarding the beginning of the soul, is that, at the time
of birth, each soul is newly created by the almightly
God. But the Hindus say that which has a
beginning, cannot live through all eternity ; it must
have an end. The Hindus do not believe that the
soul is created by God, or by any other being. It is
eternal by its nature. It is birthless, and it cannot
die. The Hindus do not mean destruction or anni-
hilation by death.® They mean by it a change of
body or form. This kind of death is a constant
attendant of life. Phenomenal life is impossible
without death or change of forms. We are dying
every day. Every seventh year the entire body has
changed every particle and renewed every atom.
Prof. Huxley says :
‘Physiology writes over the portals of life, Debmur morti
nos nostraque, with a profounder meaning than the Roman
poet ascribed to the melancholy line. And in whatever
guise it takes refuge, whether fungus or oak, worm or man,
the living protoplasm not only utlimately dies and is resolved
into its mineral and lifeless constituents, but is always

dying, and, strange as the paradox may sound, could not
live unless it died’.

Although every particle of the body changes, we still
continue to exist ; our continuity is not broken From
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babyhood to old age we retain the sme sense of ‘I”
and of personal identiy. This continuity of the
conscious agent, or ‘I’, cannot be explained by any
physical or chemical law. According to Vedanta
philosophy, thought or feeling or intelligence can
never be produced by any mechanical or molecular
motion. ‘Motion produces motion and nothing
else’, says modern science. As such, how can the
motion of the atoms of the body produce conscious-
ness ? That must be due to some ligher power, or
force. This force is ordinarily called soul. The
soul is not subject to the atomic or molecular changes.
in the body ; it is rather the cause of them. It is
beyond all change, and consequently, beyond death.
It is the basis of continuity of the conscious state
and of the sense of identity in the individual. As
we survive and retain our individuality after each
seven years of change and renewal, so we shall live
as individual souls after the final dissolution of the
form of our bodies. Inthe Bhagavad Gitd it is said :

‘As during our lifetime we survive the death of the baby
body, the young body, and the mature body, successively
and retain our individuality, so after the death of the old
body we shall survice, live, retain our individuality and
continue to exist through enternity’.?

20. fiFshom aar 3 i A o< o
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SCIENTIFIC VIEW OF DEATH

‘The Mahabharata on death—The mystery of death is not solved by mythology
—Different scriptures—The Genesis—Adam and Satan—Scientific reseraches
—Deaths of the conscious life and the cellular life—Prof. Charles Minot—
Causes and signs of death—Trance, catalepsy and ecstasy—The old Banylonian
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Egyptians— Mind as a factor in the case of death—Dr. John Hunter—
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produces a havoc— Prana the leforce—Mind and the Prana—Mind is the
creator—Who is the conductor of the organs—Ectoplasm—Materializing
mediums—Soul at the time of death—C, Flammarion—What is materializa-
tion—Subtle body—Body the instrument—Death is no longer mysterious—
Nothing is destroyed—There is something unchangeable in the midst of
.changes.

In this age of commerdialism and materialism, few
people think about death. They are rather afraid
of it. They do not care to think what will happen
after death either. They would rather live in this
world, enjoy all the pleasures of life, make the best
use of everything, and make a will, insure their life,
or save a little money to pay the funeral expenses, and
go on living. Out of the two thousand millions of
people who inhabit this little planret, earth, forty
millions of human bodies, are disposed of every hear,
and a million tons of human fiesh, bones and blood
are allowed to return to their elementary states.
During the last war in Europe, many millions of
people were killed and were destroyed. Some of
them were blown into atoms. But we do not think
of that horrible scene. We have almost forgotten it.
So we do not think for a moment that we shall die,
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We do not living and doing the same things as we
did before. Our interestisnot in solving the problem
of death, although it is the greatest mystery in the
world. It is as mysterious as the coming of life on
this plane. Butstill we do not think much about it.
Even the Christian churches do not take such a lively
interest in this problem of death today, as they did
in the last century. They would rather busy themselves
with questions—social, educational, and especially
political problems of the day. The medicine-men of
this age do not solve the problem of death, although
hundreds are dying in their hands every year. They
gather all the things that they can, and their ideal is
to enjoy the pleasures of life, to make the best of their
opportinity.

In the Mahabharata, the most ancient epic of the
Hindus, we read a prize question that was asked to
different great men of ancient times ?° ‘What is the
most wonderful thing in the world 7 Various answers
were given, but they were not satisfactory. The
answer which Yudhisthira gave was accepted, and
his answer was this :

‘Every day, and day after day, animals and human beings
are passing out of life, but we do not think of death ; we

think that we shall never doe. What can be more wonder-
ful than this 21

This answer was given nearly thirty-five centuries ago,
but the same truth prevails today. We do not think
of death, although we see every day dead bodies.
carried to the grave right under our eyes.

1. sl e et awafeo |
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The mystery of death is not solved by mythology
or mythological beliefs of ancient peoples which have
been handed down to us through generations. The
scriptures of the Jews, the Christians, the Parsees,
and the Mohammedans do not explain what death is.
But in some of these scriptures, we find that God
commanded the first man to do certain things, not
to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge ; but when
the first man did eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, the Lord cursed him, and His curse
brought death in this world. We read in the Genesis,
the Lord commanded :

‘Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat : But
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shall
not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die’.?
Of course, Adam did not die in the day, when he was.
temped and when he ate the fruit thereof, but he reap-
ed the consequences afterwards, and died later. This
passage shows that at first God did not intend that
man should die, but the death came to the world
through the evil influence of Satan, the devil. It was.
Satan who brought death into this world. In fact,
the curse was the cause, but the curse was brought
about by the evil influence of the devil. Those who
believe in this, that death was caused or brought
about by Satan, do not care to think further about it.
They leave this question as settled, and natOrally
they do other thngs and do not try to solve the.
problem. They think that, if it be the curse of God,
it is an invvitable end of life, let us be satisfied with it..

2. Vide Chapter 1, 16 and 17.
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Scientific researchs, however, toward tracing the
causes of death have brought out many truths and
many laws which were unknown to the writes of the
Genesis and other scriptures of different nations.
The othrodox science, or the materialistic science,
as it is known to us, which denies the existence of
the soul as an entity and also denies the existence
of mind, or life or intelligence, as distinct from the
results of matter and material particles, governed by
physical forces and chemical actions, says that death
is nothing but the cessation of life,—an inevitable end
which all beings come to. The scientists do not
explain it elaborately, becuase they donot know much
aboutit. Still they try to explain that when the vital
parts of the body wear out in this machine, then
naturally the whole of the machine must stop. The
vital parts are regarded as the heart, the lungs and the
brain. When any of these vital centres is worn out
or injured by disease or accident, then naturally the
whole machinery of the body stops.

But here a question may arise : ‘Does the death of
the conscious life imply the death of the life of the
organs 7 That is a very difficult question to answer.
Or, in other words, when a person is dead, does it
mean that the organs are dead also ? On the con-
trary, science tells us that the organs do not die
immediately after the death of the body or the con-
scious life. For instance, if a chicken’s head be cut
off and its heart taken out and watched, it will conti-
nue to live for a long time, after the death of the
chicken. In fact, in the Rockefeller Institute, there
is a heart of a chicken that has been kept for eight
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years, and it is still going and doing normal action.
That shows that the organs have their independent
life, which may continue to live even after the con-
scious life of the individual is dead. In the same
manner, it can be shown that the cells and tissues
have their own life. They do not die, but they live
for a long time after the death of the conscious life.
Modern science tells us that there are two kinds of
death : one is the death of the conscious life, and the
other is the death of the organic and the cellular life,
which is called ‘somatic life.” One does not depend
upon the other. In fact, the life continues to exist,
depending upon the natural process of the vital force
which is known as life-force. But this materia-
listic science does not explain how it is that the
organs, the cells and tissues continue to live ; because
it denies the existence of a vital energy or vital force
as distinct from all other known forces of nature.
On the other hand, it considers that this vital force
is a result of the chemical actions of the atoms and
molecules of the organism, and, therefore, it cannot
explain any further.

Professor Charles Minot of Harvard Medical
School writes in his book, entitled : Old Age Growth
and Death :

‘Differentiation leads, as its inevitable conclusion, to death.
Death is the price we are compeiled to pay for our organiza-
tion, and also for the differentiation which exists in us.
Death of the whole comes, as we now know, whenever some
essential part of the body gives way. Sometimes one,
sometimes another, perhaps the brain, perhaps the heart,
perhaps, one of the other internal organs, may be the first,
in which the change of cytomorphosis goes so far that it
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can no longer perform its share of work, and failing,
brings about the failure of the whole’.
This is the scientific view of death. It leaves death
with its mystery and all its sacredness. We are not
in the least able, at the present time, to say what life
is ; still less, perhaps, what death is.

Thus by studying the materialistic science, we do
not gain a very clear idea of what death really means.
But science goes on trying to trace the causes of
death and describes the signs of death. Science
tells us that the actual signs of death are very difficult
to find. The socalled popular signs of death, like the
stoppage of the heart-beat and pulse or respiration
are not the actual signs of death, because there have
been hundreds of cases, where the heart-beat is
stopped and the respiration is stopped and yet after
sometime they were received. The heart-beat might
stop for many hours, even for days, and then it can
berevived. Respiration might stop for a long time.
In fact, science has recorded many cases of suspended
animation, where the respiration of the hear-beat is
stopped for forty-eight hours in the least. But there
have been other cases, where men have been buried
alive in a hermetically sealed box for forty days, and
afterwards they were taken out and revived. They
lived, married and enjoyed all the blessings of
life afterwards. It is very difficult to say which
would be the proper or final sign of death. Science
tells us that the decomposition and putrefaction are
the only final signs of death and nothing else, and
that shows that people might be buried permaturely.
There have been many cases of premature burial,
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recorded in the medical journals of the world every
year. And for that reason, some of the countries
in Europe have passed a law that no one should be
buried immediately after death, until decomposition
sets in. Because it is a very serious thing to bury
living beings. There have been cases of many
prematurely killed, by putting them into the coffin
and burying them under the ground.

As premature burial is objectionable, so pre-
mature embalming is objectionable. Embalmers
have killed many before they really died. They
might have been revived and might have lived for a
long time. Because it is a proved fact today that
when the person is considered as dead, he might be
in a trance, or in a state of catalepsy, or in a state
of ecstasy.

Trance, catalepsy and ecstasy are conditions
which resemble death. The outward sings are
